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At last! Short works by some of CBA's best-loved fiction authors, including Jerry Jenkins, Randy

Alcorn, Terri Blackstock, Deborah Raney, and Angela Elwell Hunt, are compiled in one gripping

volume! These masterfully told short stories promise to transport listeners around the globe with

amazing tales of international romance, mystery, and humor. A short bio accompanying each story

allows listeners to "meet" their favorite author. The book even has a philanthropic element: all

contributors are donating their royalties to The JESUS Film Project, a ministry of Campus Crusade

for Christ International.
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I've always loved short stories. And I've read enough short stories to know that writing a *good*

short story is a tremendously difficult art. The writers of this collection may have proved themselves

at writing novels, with successful Christian novelists such as Karen Kingsbury, Randy Alcorn,

Angela Elwell Hunt, Terri Blackstock, Jerry B. Jenkins, Sigmund Brouwer and others all trying their

hand at the shorter form of writing. These writers collectively are members of ChiLibris, an

organization of Christian novelists, with all royalties going to the evangelistic efforts of the JESUS

Film Project. The stories themselves have the theme of international settings and travel, and like the

novels of these writers seek to focus our attention on eternal spiritual truths. Their ambitions and

intentions may be noble, but that doesn't mean that they are guaranteed to write good short stories.

Fortunately, they themselves are not very pretentious, as is evident from the introduction.The



collection of 29 stories as a package is rather so-so, with many rather "ordinary" stories that fail to

stir emotion or the heart. But there are a few outstanding efforts that are certainly worth reading.

Probably the three best stories in the collection are Randy Alcorn's "Is This The Day?" which

although weighed down by excessive informative detail, is a thrilling story about persecution in

China with a suspenseful climactic twist; Athol Dickson's "Hannah's Home", a stunning tale of the

love of an adoptive mother with a breath-taking twist; and Robin Jones Gunn's "Innocent as Doves",

which makes you appreciate the riches of having your own copy of the Bible with a realistic tale

about Bible smuggling in East Europe in the days of communism.
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